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A Wet & Wild Day of Alumni Fun! GFSA 1st Annual Clay Shoot Fundraiser Nets Almost $10,000.00!
Many thanks to our Raffle Donors, Team Sponsors, Station Sponsors & Station Scoring Volunteers!
Class of 1968, pictured above, had the largest group present to support the event.
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Getting money out of people is often a difficult thing and a tremendous amount of cunning is needed to trick people into
parting with their hard earned greenbacks. This is not true however for the people who were involved in the First Annual
th
Gladewater Former Students’ Association Clay Shoot Fundraiser at Prairie Creek Ranch on May 30 , 2015. The event was very
well organized, successful and FUN. There were 14 teams (of 4 persons) who participated in the Shoot and many tickets sold
for the raffle items. There were also dozens of door prizes, some of them real cash money, donated by members of the Former
Students Association. The lunch was delicious and there were various beverages to slake any thirst a person might work up
being in the great outdoors. Here are the observations and musings from the two Class of ’68 volunteers who manned Station
10, Judith Pyeatt Grissom and Tina Tuttle Frost:
We reported for training on how to shoot the “clays” (which are not made of clay at all) across the landscape and how to call
the score for each shot (which of course I have completely forgotten). We got to our station just before the start time of 8:30
and the thunderstorm rolled in at 9:33. It Poured! Lightening was flashing all around us and the thunderclaps were so loud we
had to resort to pantomime to communicate. Our station was next to a big metal tower and we resolved to climb to the top of
it and end the suspense of when we going to be struck. We had seen about 4 teams shoot and were just making our way over
to climb the tower and put ourselves out of our misery when the organizers picked us all up and took us to the protective cover
of the pavilion (also metal, I now realize) where we stayed for about 15 minutes. I felt quite safe at the time, fool that I was.
They then told us all to go back to our stations and, since so many of them had guns, we reluctantly complied. It was still
pouring. But, I was prepared because I had stopped at Gander Mountain and bought a poncho (Orange, of course, $1.99).
Everything was nicely covered down to my knees but, from the knees down, my cargo pants were quite sodden. The weight of
the water soaked into my pant legs and the force of gravity combined to make it quite a challenge to keep my pants on. Jude
on the other hand had a very nice, expensive poncho and all of her clothing stayed where it was supposed to be. I know this all
sounds pretty miserable but, it was actually a blast! We sang; we took pictures of the teams; we offered them free RAIN and
made bets on who would see the first Water Moccasin. We saw a lot of really good shooting and some (who were there to
have fun and support the fundraiser) who missed a few. We told their teammates that the sun must have gotten in the guy’s
eyes (overcast, raining, remember?). Judith knows all the words to Johnny Horton’s “The Battle of New Orleans” as long as it is
just the first verse and chorus. It really was fun and once we decided to sing, the time just flew by. It is a wonder someone
didn’t shoot us. Not only that but, they are even letting us come back next year! If we could have such a good time on a few
hours of sleep and miserable weather, think how much fun it will be if and when Mother Nature blesses us with good weather
next year.
~ Article continued on page 3 ~

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KODIAK BEAR
DONATIONS!
The GFSA would like to recognize and thank
the following alumni for their recent
Kodiak Bear contributions:
The GENERAL FUND
Robert Honeycutt ‘49
The SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Martha Williams Squibb ‘54
Ronald Williams ‘56
& In Memory of Donald Williams ’56
The SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Danny Strickland ’65
As editor of the newsletter, I would like to take this
opportunity to apologize to the Williams family and to Mr.
Robert Honeycutt whose names were inadvertently left off
the Kodiak Bear list in the last issue (Jan-Mar) of the
newsletter. Contributions of any amount are very important
to the GFSA and we especially appreciate our Kodiak Bears!
Cathy Phillips Shipp ‘65

Saturday, September 26, 2015! All-School Reunion
“Celebrating the Spirit of the 60’s” will be hosted by the
50th Reunion Class of 1965 and creative plans by this class to
make this reunion a fantastic reunion have been in the
making for months! The reunion will be a one-day
celebration with two events scheduled. The day will begin
with a “Meet & Greet Coffee” at 10 AM followed by the
“Forever Orange & Black” Outstanding Alumni catered
luncheon from 11 – 1:00. Then, the 50th Class invites alumni
to return in the evening for a lively “Spirit of the 60’s” Dinner
& Dance. (Additional information to be included in the

August Reunion Event Registration newsletter.)
AUGUST 31 - GFSA BOARD NOMINATIONS DEADLINE: If you have the time to volunteer or have a special talent
to share as a Director on the GFSA Board, please consider running for a position on our board. There are twelve
seats on the board and each year, four directors have the option to either seek re-election or to rotate off the
board. Terms are three years and there is no term limit. We would welcome new faces with new ideas and
especially the commitment to work with our fundraising crew this next year! The Nominating Committee will be
accepting 2016 Board Nominations through August 31. If interested, please call the GFSA office or contact GFSA
President John Paul Tallent or simply mail your resume to us at GFSA, P.O. Box 1425, Gladewater, TX 75647.
THE GFSA REUNION BRICK PLAZA: A good way to honor a family member, friend or yourself as a former GHS
student would be to purchase an engraved brick to be placed in Reunion Plaza. Bricks are $65.00 each and
engraving is limited to 3 lines and no more than 14 characters/spaces per line. Order your brick by August 1 so
that it will be in place by the 2015 reunion!
Note: A brick order form can be found on the last page of this newsletter.

WATCH YOUR MAIL FOR THE ORANGE REUNION REGISTRATION
FORM COMING YOUR WAY IN AUGUST!

CLAY SHOOT FUNDRAISER, continued from page 1

If you helped put the fundraiser together, it was great, if you donated raffle items, you are the soul(s) of generosity, if you
donated door prizes, kudos and many thanks, if you shot and hit or shot and missed, huzzah, huzzah and if you
volunteered, bravo and thanks for your support. If you bought raffle tickets to support the fundraiser, you are
appreciated. The Class of ’62, Class of ‘65 and especially, the Class of ’68 were well represented as organizers (Stevie
Scurlock ’68 rocks!), shooters, sponsors and volunteers and we challenge all other classes to come on board for 2016. The
only thing that could have made the event better would be more: more people shooting, donating, sponsoring stations
and teams and volunteering. If you missed the Clay Shoot this year you missed a great time for a great cause. But, it will
happen again next year, the last Saturday in May 2016, so mark your calendars right now and we will see you there!
Note…Judith has written new “Clay Shoot” lyrics to the “Battle of New Orleans” and we will sing it next year unless ya’ll
pay us not to…so, bring your checkbook.
Article contributed by Tina Tuttle Frost, ‘68
Battle at Broken Clay
In 2015 we took a little trip
Along with Stevie Scurlock and we had
a little nip;
We took a lot of people and we got the
entries paid
Fighting off the storm and rain for dear
Gladewater's aid.
Though it rained on our first event and the
committee got wet, too, we all agreed it
was a fun & successful fundraiser!

[Chorus:]
They fired their guns and the clays kept
a'flyin.
while lightnin’ was a striking on the hill
and on the branch.
They fired once more and they began
to runnin' on
down to the cover of the Prairie Creek
Ranch.
(Left, dead, Right, dead, Pull, lost,
dead...)

Ed Kendall & other shooters anxiously
await the 8:30 AM Shotgun start.

Shirley Willett caught making a “run for
ice”” in the rain!

We looked down the river as we
watched the Sabine rise.
and the shooters just kept circling like
buzzards for the prize.
They pointed for the target clays and
made their guns to sing.
As we counted by our Station 10 and
hardly said a thing...

Judith & Tina, Class of ’68 & Station 10
Volunteers enjoying the moments before
the rain storm!

Steve Scurlock ‘68 & Shirley Elliott Willett
‘68 check-in the early bird shooters.

Lana Rogers contributed a “Live Auction”
door prize won by high-bidder JP Tallent.

Well, maybe a few heckles, sides
“dead” or “lost”, see if they could fire
under pressure…
In other words, (and there are always
more,) we had one good time, and as
they say,

Silver Team Sponsor Rex Copeland ’65 &
wife Cheryl Moore Copeland ’69 visiting
with Station Volunteer Tina Tuttle Frost ‘68

"Y'all come back real soon now, 'ya
hear?"
~ Judith Pyeatt Grissom ‘68

Committee Member Lois Reed makes a
surprise delivery to TV Raffle winner Judy
Van Houten.

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
The
GFSA
Scholarship
committee
recommended and the board approved the
awarding of six scholarships to GHS Senior
students at the annual May Awards
program at the high school auditorium.
Immediately following the program, the
GFSA board served cake and punch to
students and parents. Students receiving
$1000 scholarships are Thorn Berry, Cory
Jones, Irene Kennedy, Taylor Rode, Rebecca
Rowe and Arielle Williams. Shirley Eilliott
Willett ’68, Scholarship Committee Chair,
presented the awards.

FORMER STUDENTS SPEAK AT GHS GLOBE-TEXAS SCHOLARS LUNCHEON:

On May 21st, the

GHS Globe-Texas Scholars were honored with an awards luncheon at the GFSA building. Students began the
recommended or distinguished program when selecting courses for their 9th grade year. At graduation, they
each received a medallion in recognition of their accomplishments and their transcripts are noted with the
“Recommended Program” designation. Guest speakers for the luncheon were former students Sherry Waggoner
Beall, John Paul Tallent, Lois Lindsey Reed, Todd Clifton, and Dr. Carol Ann Johnston.

For more information about the Globe-Texas Scholars program, visit www.globe-texasscholars.org

A Special Evening of Remembering Bands of the 50’s & 60’s.

Kay Potthoff Wallace ’62 shared her
experiences as a twirler in the band and thought after high school she might join the SFA Band or even become an
Apache Belle. Instead, Kay became a Kilgore Rangerette and continues to stay involved through the group known as
Rangerettes Forever! Paula Smith Jones ’62 remembered her time on the twirling line when the band made trips to
California and New York and she especially remembered the thrill of marching down 5th Avenue in New York City.
Ken Blalock ’64 and Jerry Watson ’64 remembered fun trips to the beaches in Galveston and Florida and how the
band director lost his glasses in the surf, but they found them! Pigeon Knight ’66 also joined in the memory sharing
with her adventures in the band. Janetta Jones Owens ’55 spoke about band trips during the 50’s to Florida, Mexico
City and New York City. And how after marching in NYC, the band traveled on to Washington DC and were received at
the back lawn of the White House where then President Dwight Eisenhower greeted them. Now, that was a
memorable trip!

Memorial Day Observed by GFSA. The skies were blue and the flags were blowing as a large crowd
gathered at the Veterans Memorial site in downtown Gladewater on Memorial Day, May 25, 2015, to honor
those who gave their lives for our freedom. The color guard posted the colors, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance by 6 year old Jack Tallent. GFSA President John Paul Tallent welcomed those in attendance, which
included veterans, firemen, policemen, and families and friends of veterans. GFSA members Barbara Mackey,
Betty Jean Stegall, Kay Wallace, and Beverly Tallent spoke briefly about how to celebrate and pay honor to the
brave Americans who died during the wars or in service to our country. Families lingered among the memorial
site, finding friends or family members whose names have been engraved on the granite stones depicting the
war during which they served.

gone but not forgotten

Sending Our sincerest
Sympathy TO THE
FAMILIES OF:

COMMUNITY SERVICE/CITY RECYCLE DAY
SuperBEAR Volunteers aka GFSA Directors John P
Tallent ‘62, Lois Lindsey Reed ‘66, Dale Lange ‘69,
Barbara Smith Mackey ‘54 and Mike Formby ‘64
volunteered their service to the City of Gladewater on
June 6th to help accept recycling bags at the City Hall
parking lot. Recycling is available in Gladewater on
the 2nd Saturday of each month at Gladewater City
Hall parking lot: 8 AM - NOON. The GFSA was proud
to help with this service.

Robert McGrady, Class of 1944
Joe Neal Loflin, Class of 1948
Helen Gibbons Taylor, Class of 1951
Ralph Wendell Higgs, Class of 1958
Grady Odell Applegate, Class of 1958
Archie Turner, Class of 1959
Nell Krumm Thompson, Class of 1961
Danny Van Houten, Class of 1962
Joey Chambliss, Class of 1977
Gary Bruhn, Class of 1984
Sherry Christine Gattis, Class of 1989

The announcement of the 2015 Outstanding Alumni to be honored by the GFSA at this year’s
All-School Reunion in September will appear in the Reunion Event newsletter to be mailed in
August.

NOTE: Membership dues are important and help cover the cost of our newsletter. Check your
PAID THRU date on your address label. If your dues are past due, please consider renewing them
using the form below or pay by credit card online www.gladewaterformerstudents.com.

BRICK ORDER FORM

$65.00 PER BRICK

The 2015 GFSA Board

2015 UPCOMING EVENTS

OFFICERS:
John Paul Tallent ’62, President
Mike Formby ’64, Vice President
Shirley Elliott Willet ‘68, Recording Secretary
Lois Lindsey Reed ‘66, Correspond Sec.
Cathy Phillips Shipp ’65, Treasurer
Steve Scurlock ’68, Parliamentarian

All Gladewater Former Students are invited to
attend any of our events. The following events have
been scheduled:

DIRECTORS:
Dale Lange ’69, Building Manager
Mark Armstrong ‘84
Larry Clemens ‘68
Cheryl Moore Copeland ‘69
Barbara Brooking Henderson ’62
Paula Jones Smith ‘62
ASSOCIATES: Page Gay, Eddie Lange, Barbara Smith
Mackey, Janetta Jones Owens, Ernestine Wilson Sawyer,
Betty Jean Thomas Stegall, Leon and Pat Martin Watson,
Mary Jane Wood Williams, Roy T and Linda Van Houten

Mon., July 6, 6:30 PM:
Mon., Aug 31:
Tues., Sept. 8, 6:30 PM:
Sat., Sept. 26:
Thurs., Oct. 1:

Mon., Oct 26, 201
6:30 PM
Tues., Nov. 10:
Mon., Nov. 16:
Tues., Dec. 8, 6:30 PM

Gladewater Former Students' Association
P. O. Box 1425
Gladewater, TX 75647
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

APRIL – JUNE 2015 NEWSLETTER

BOARD MEETING
(no meal)
Deadline for 2016 Board
Nominations
BOARD MEETING
(no meal)
All-School Reunion
hosted by Class of ‘65
Deadline for 2015
membership dues in
order to vote in the
November Board
Election.
Honor GHS Choirs 195069. (Covered dish meal.)
Veterans’ Program
BOARD MEETING
Christmas Party

